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CLAIM AMENDMENTS 
Please cancel claim 24 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Please amend claims 1-2, 9, 17, 20, 25, 28, 31-32, and 34-36 as follows. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus, comprising: 

a hot-plug controller, the hot-plug controller having a blinking pattern cont slier 
to receive at least one command, the blinking pattern controller to: 

cause execution of a first blinking pattern on at least one indicator 
associated with at least one target peripheral component interconnect slot on a peripheral 
component interconnect bus, the first blinking pattern being unique to the command being 
processed, wherein a first unique blinking pattern is to indicate a first command to turn the 
indicator "on" soli d; and 

cause execution of a second blinking pattern on the at least one indi ator 
associated with the at least one target peripheral component interconnect slot on the peript iral 
component interconnect bus, wherein the second unique blinking pattern is to indicate a se ;pnd 
command to turn the indicator "off." wherein the first unique_blinkinp pattern is different i xjm 
the second u nique blinking pattern. 

2. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein a second unique blinkin g- attorn 
is to indicate a second command to turn tho indicator "off," or wherein a third unique blinl ing 
pattern is to indicate a third command to make the diode blink in a blinking pattern having i duty 
cycle of approximately fifty percent, and wherein the peripheral component interconnect b is 
comprises a PCI-Express bus. 

3. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein a second unique blinkin: 
pattern is to indicate a second command to apply power only to at least one target periphei J 
component interconnect slot, or wherein a third unique blinking pattern is to indicate a thu I 
command to enable at least one target peripheral component interconnect slot, or wherein . 
fourth unique blinking pattern is to indicate a fourth command to disable at least one targe 
peripheral component interconnect slot, or wherein a fifth unique blinking pattern is to ind cate a 
fifth command to change a speed of the peripheral component interconnect bus. 
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4. (Previously Presented) An apparatus, comprising: 

a hot-plug controller, the hot-plug controller having a blinking pattern conti ;>ller 
to receive at least one command, the blinking pattern controller to: 

cause execution of a first unique blinking pattern and a second uniq e 
blinking pattern on at least one indicator associated with at least one target peripheral com »onent 
interconnect slot on a peripheral component interconnect bus, and 

the first unique blinking pattern to indicate a hard error occurring di ing 
processing of the command and the second unique blinking pattern to indicate a soft error 
occurring during processing of the command. 

5. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the first unique blinking lattera 
is to indicate an error occurring before power is applied to the target slot 

6. (Canceled). 

7. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 4, further comprising a third unique 
blinking pattern is to indicate an error occurring after power is applied to the target slot. 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the unique blinking patte n has 
a duty cycle that is less than or greater than approximately fifty percent and wherein the 
peripheral component interconnect bus comprises a PCI-X bus. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving a command at a standard hot-plug controller from a microprocess >r; and 
causing execution of a blinking pattern on at least one indicator associated ' rith at 

least one target peripheral component interconnect slot on a peripheral component intercoi lect 

bus, 

the blinking pattern indicating the command being processed* 
the blinking pattern having a duty cycle that is less than or greater than 
approximately fifty percent ±5%. 
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10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, further comprising receiving a com (land 
to turn the indicator "on/' "off," or make the diode blink in a blinking pattern having a dul ' cycle 
of approximately fifty percent. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, further comprising receiving a com land 
to apply power to the target peripheral component interconnect slot, to enable the target 
peripheral component interconnect slot, to disable the target peripheral component intercoi nect 
slot, or to change the speed of the peripheral component interconnect bus. 

12. (Previously Presented) A method, comprising: 

causing execution of a first unique blinking pattern and a second unique bli king 
pattern on at least one indicator associated with at least one target peripheral card intercon ect 
slot on a peripheral component interconnect bus, 

the first unique blinking pattern indicating a hard error occurring during 
processing of the command and the second unique blinking pattern to indicate a soft error 
occurring during processing of the command. 

13. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the first unique blinking p ittem 
is indicating an error occurring before power is applied to the target slot. 

14. (Canceled). 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the first unique blinking p ittern 
is indicating an error occurring after power is applied to the target slot. 

1 6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 12, further comprising causing execut >n of 
a third unique blinking pattern, the third unique blinking pattern having a duty cycle that u less 
than or greater than approximately fifty percent. 

1 7. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture including a machine-accessible tai jible 
storage medium having data that, when accessed by a machine, cause the machine to perfo m the 
operations comprising: 
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receiving a command at a standard hot-plug controller from a microprocesj )r; and 
causing execution of a blinking pattern on at least one indicator associated vith at 

least one target peripheral component interconnect slot on a peripheral component intercoj nect 

bus, 

the blinking pattern indicating the command being processed, 
the blinking pattern having a duty cycle that is less than or greater than 
approximately fifty percent ±5%. 

18. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the machin 
accessible tangible storage medium further includes data that cause the machine to perforn 
operations comprising receiving a command to turn the indicator "on," "off," or make the liode 
blink in a blinking pattern having a duty cycle of approximately fifty percent. 

19. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 17, wherein the machin 
accessible tangible storage medium further includes data that cause the machine to perforn 
operations comprising receiving a command to apply power to the target peripheral compc lent 
interconnect slot, to enable the target peripheral component interconnect slot, to disable tb 
target peripheral component interconnect slot, or to change the speed of the peripheral 
component interconnect bus. 

20. (Currently Amended) An article of manufacture including a machine-accessible tai gible 
storage medium having data that, when accessed by a machine, cause the machine to perfo m the 
operations comprising: 

receiving at least one command at a standard hot-plug controller from a 
microprocessor; and 

causing execution of unique blinking patterns on at least one indicator assoi iated 
with at least one target peripheral component interconnect slot on a peripheral component 
interconnect bus, and 

the unique blinking patterns indicating unique errors occurring during proci $sing 
of the command , wherein the unique blinking patterns ore to indicate a hard error and/or a oft 
error_o_c_c_umnp during processing of the command . 
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21. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 20, wherein the machia v- 
accessible tangible storage medium further includes data that cause the machine to perforr 
operations comprising indicating an error occurring before power is applied to the target si jt 

22. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 20, wherein the machin :- 
accessible tangible storage medium further includes data that cause the machine to perfom 
operations comprising causing execution of the blinking pattern at a duty cycle that is less han 
or greater than approximately fifty percent. 

23. (Previously Presented) The article of manufacture of claim 20, wherein the machin - 
accessible tangible storage medium further includes data that cause the machine to perfom 
operations comprising indicating an error occurring after power is applied to the target slot 

24. (Canceled). 

25. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a peripheral component interconnect bus having at least one peripheral com jonent 
interconnect slot thereon, the peripheral component interconnect slot having at least one 
indicator associated therewith, 

a bridge coupled to the peripheral component interconnect bus, the bridge h iving 
a hot-plug controller coupled to the peripheral component interconnect bus, the hot-plug 
controller to receive a command, and cause execution of a blinking pattern on at least one 
indicator, the blinking pattern to indicate the command being processed, the blinking parte a 
having a duty cycle that is less than or greater than approximately fifty percent ±5%. 

26. (Original) The system of claim 25, further comprising a memory coupled to the bri ge. 

27. (Original) The system of claim 26, wherein the memory is a static random access 
memory (SRAM). 

28. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising; 
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a peripheral component interconnect bus having at least one peripheral con ponent 
interconnect slot thereon, the peripheral component interconnect slot having at least one 
indicator associated therewith, 

a bridge coupled to the peripheral component interconnect bus, the bridge 1 aving 
a hot-plug controller coupled to the peripheral component interconnect bus, the hot-plug 
controller to receive a command, and cause execution of a blinking pattern on at least one 
indicator, the blinking pattern to indicate an error occurring during processing of the comn and, 
the of blinking pattern having a duty cycle that is less than or greater than approximately f fty 
percent ±5% . 

29. (Original) The system of claim 28, further comprising a memory coupled to the bri tge. 

30. (Original) The system of claim 29, wherein the memory is a static random access 
memory (SRAM), 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

receiving a command at a standard hot-plug controller from a microprocess ir; and 
causixxg execution of a blinking pattern on at least one indicator associated * dth at 

least one target peripheral component interconnect slot on a peripheral component intercor lect 

bus, 

the blinking pattern indicating the command being processe d, the blinking j attem 
having a duty cvcle that is less than or greater than approximately fifty percent ±5%. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 31, further comprising receiving a com land 
to turn the indicator "on[,]" or "off," or make the diodo blink in a blinking pattern having c duty 
oyole of approximately fifty percent . 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 3 1 , further comprising receiving a con mand 
to apply power to the target peripheral component interconnect slot, to enable the target 
peripheral component interconnect slot, to disable the target peripheral component inlertoi nect 
slot, or to change the speed of the peripheral component interconnect bus. 
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34. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a chipset including: 

a hot-plug controller having a blinking pattern controller to receive t least 
one command, the blinking pattern controller to cause execution of a blinking pattern on a least 
one indicator associated with at least one target peripheral component interconnect slot on 1 
peripheral component interconnect bus, the blinking pattern being unique to the command jeing 
processed, wherein a first unique blinking pattern is to indicate a first command to turn the 
indicator "on" solic L wherein a second unique blinking pattern is to indicate a second comi ian4 
different from the first command, wherein the first unique blinking pattern is different froi i the 
second uni que blinking pattern : and 

static random access memory (SRAM) coupled to the hot-plug cont oiler. 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34, wherein [a] the second unique blink ag 
pattern is to indicate a second command to apply power to the target peripheral componeni slot. 

36. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 34, wherein [a] the second unique blink fig 
pattern is to indicate a second command to disable the target peripheral component interci meet 
slot. 
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